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UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Education towards Sustainability

Sustainable development
current overarching worldviews

"Sustainable development is development that meets the 
needs of the present, without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.”

(United Nations Brundtland Commission, 1987)

Enough, for all, forever.
(African Elder, 2002)

Well-being, for all, forever. 
(Hopkins, 2006)
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The Sustainable Development Goals: a historical perspective

2030 Agenda w/ 
the 17 SDGs

Brundtland 
Report

Founding 
United Nations 

Agenda 21 Millenium 
Development 

Goals  

The World We 
Want Campaign

1945 1987 1992 2000 2012 2015
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Credit: United Nations

The Global Education 2030 Agenda

By 2030 all learners will have… 
4.1 Complete free quality primary and secondary school 
4.2 Access to early childhood education and care
4.3 Equal and affordable quality technical, vocational, tertiary 
education

4.4 Skills for employment and entrepreneurship
4.5 Eliminate gender disparities, indigenous and vulnerable
4.6 Ensure youth and adults have numeracy & literacy
4.7 Knowledge and skills for sustainable development
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A 
QUESTION

TO YOU
UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Education towards Sustainability

Please share in
the chat:

Where do you see 
consequences of 
climate change in 
your region?
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Understanding sustainability resilience 

Prevention of issues or potential threats.
§ Awareness to assess threat and the need to act 
§ Determine if threat is established elsewhere or newly 

emerging

Mitigation efforts to lower or reduce the impact
§ Strategize, scenario planning and prepare public and 

private sectors

Adaption measures to cope and eventually thrive in 
the new context

§ Use sound natural, social and political sciences to base 
policy/practice

Credit: Mathias P.R. Reding on Unsplash 
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A 
QUESTION

TO YOU
UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Education towards Sustainability

Please share in 
the chat:

What would you 
like to do to make a 
difference and 
protect your 
community? 
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Every handprint counts
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The Handprint represents the 
belief that we can make a 

difference through individual 
and collective actions to solve 

environmental problems.
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A 
QUESTION

TO YOU
UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Education towards Sustainability

Please share in
the chat:

A word or an emoji 
to symbolize your 
hopes…
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Every handprint counts…
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Thank you

UNESCO Chair in Reorienting Education towards Sustainability
York University Toronto, Canada

Charles Hopkins & Katrin Kohl

CHopkins(at)edu.yorku.ca & kkohl@edu.yorku.ca
unescochair.info.yorku.ca 
@hopkinsesd
@unesco.chair
@hopkinschuck & @katrinkohl410
@hopkinsesd & @kkohl410
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